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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on 8/10/06. 
Accordingly, claims 1-52 are currently pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 14, 27 and 40 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 4, 7, 1 0, 1 1 and 27-39 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

2. In claims 1,4,7, 10 and 1 1 , use of the term "configured to" makes the claim 
limitation following the term optional and does not require the steps to be performed. 
Refer to MPEP 21 06 C and 21 1 1 .04. In order to overcome this objection, applicant may 
issue a statement that the limitation following the term "configured to" is a positive 
limitation. 

3. In claim 10, line 12, "identify" should be replaced with "identity". 

4. In claims 27, 30, 33, 36 and 37, lines 1-2, it is suggested to replaced "storage 
medium, the storage medium" with "computer-readable medium". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 1, 3, 6, 14, 16, 19, 27, 29, 32, 40, 42 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwama et al. (US 2003/0235187) in view of Lor et al. 
(7,082,133). 

Regarding claims 1 and 14, Iwama teaches a device (Fig. 1, IP terminal) comprising: a 
network interface for coupling to a network (illustrated by link to voice relay router 107); 
and a processor coupled with the network interface (the processor is not illustrated, 
however, must exist to transmit call setup signal; page 1 1 , paragraph 119), wherein the 
processor is adapted to transmit a call setup message to a device through a network to 
establish a connection session for exchanging data (page 1 1 , paragraph 1 19; IP 
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terminal 106 transmits a call setup signal); receive from the device a reply message (IP 
terminal 106 receiving the reply signal; page 1 1 , paragraph 119), analyze the reply 
message (page 11, paragraph 119; judging whether the calling address contained in the 
call setup signal has been registered); and transmit data to the device using the inferred 
attribute (page 1 1 , paragraph 119; if the calling address is judged to be 
registered . . .signal is transmitted to the gateway device). 

Iwama fails to explicitly disclose inferring from the reply message an attribute of 
the device for the connection session that is not included in the reply message. Iwama 
suggests an inferred attribute (page 1 1 , paragraph 119; judging whether the calling 
address contained in the call setup signal has been registered as a bandwidth-available 
address). 

However, Lor teaches inferring from the reply message an attribute of the device 
for the connection session that is not included in the reply message (col. 38, lines 33- 
42). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to infer an 
attribute not included in the reply message, in order to establish a connection based on 
excluded information and hence, provide a faster connection. 
Regarding claims 3 and 16, Iwama teaches the inferred attribute as a maximum 
bandwidth that the device may receive data in (page 11, paragraph 119; judging 
whether the calling address contained in the call setup signal has been registered as a 
bandwidth-available address). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 19, Iwama teaches the call setup message as an H.323 
version 3 faststart type message (page 1 1 , paragraph 1 1 ); and the reply message is an 
RSVP Path type message (page 1 1 , paragraph 11). 

Regarding claims 27 and 40, Iwama teaches an article comprising: a storage medium, 
the storage medium having instructions stored thereon, wherein when the instructions 
are executed by at least one device (page 11, paragraph 119; storage device), they 
result in performing the same functions as described above in the rejection of claims 1 
and 14. 

Regarding claims 29 and 42, Iwama teaches the same limitations described in the 
rejection of claims 3 and 1 6. 

Regarding claims 32 and 45, Iwama teaches the same limitations described in the 
rejection of claims 6 and 19. 

8. Claims 2, 15, 28, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Iwama (US 2003/0235187) in view of Lor et al. (7,082,133) and Kato 
(US 6,940,819). 

Regarding claims 2, 15, 28 and 41, Iwama teaches an inferred attribute, however, fails 
to disclose the inferred attribute as a codec type of the device. 

However, Kato teaches a codec type of the device (col. 1 , lines 38-39). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to include a 
code type of the device, in order to determine the type of codec used to convert the 
voice signals. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



9. Claims 4, 5, 7-13, 17, 18, 20-26, 30, 31, 33-39, 43, 44 and 46-52 are allowed. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rhonda Murphy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3185. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 
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